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"Mike" Thompson Says New Football Rules Have Done Much to Improve Gridiron Sport
RED FOOTBALL The Real Test of Friendship Comes the Day After Christmas By Goldberg
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By X. J. THOMPSON,
Football loftrM.

Despite the , acvere crltlclam the
ants of American football haa under-

gone for the pait few yeara, there la no
doubt that tho pait season waa a sue-ca-

from nearly every viewpoint True,
there wer0 a few dlecrepanelea, but ao
few, aa compared with prevloua yeara,
that they were, hardly noticed by the
critic, in the flrat place, we did not,
aa In the paat two season, have many
Ramea marred by tie acorea, the Yale
Princeton amo being the only exception

v in the more Important contest. Thla

rule committee In advancing the Idea
or more (coring.
Thegame waa more open; the elimin-

ation of the aone, which had
alwaya been a bone of contention from
Ita Introduction almpllfled mattera to a
great extent. The aone behind
the coal poata, which many football ex--
perte looked upon with fear, turned out
to Ha big asset for team using- - the
forward pa with proficiency. Thl
Innovation made poaalble aome very
apectacular playa during-- the season.
The rule were more definitely ex-

pressed than heretofore, ao that It waa
a rather easy matter for the official
who had made a careful study of the
name and code to get along with their
work very nicely.

We And many who are opposed to the
game a It la played today, and 1 have
found thl to be the sentiment especial-
ly among tho older football men. There
aeems to be a feeling on tho part of
ome that the forward pass Is a fool-

ish and haphasard play, and that It I

doing more harm to the game than
good No matter how the rules are
fixed, I do not suppose that there I

going to be a universal sentiment In
tavor of them. Another noticeable
Point, and a very Important one, waa
that there was less tendency this year
than ever before on the part of the
Players to Infringe on the rule. Not
only waa thl evident In games that I
took part In myself, but other otllclalaam informed me on the same point.

Thumbing the Book.
This, to my mind, mean that the

"boya are thumbing the rule book; and
the eocenes are to be praised for thla.
In paat yeara It was woeful to aee how
little 'the player knew about even the
fundamental point; and official had
.to stand for many argument when It
waa entirely unnecessary. The players
thla pait season had the right Idea, and
n one waa more grateful than' the
official. Many players have the wrong
idea of official. Some of the young
men think a referee or umpire, when
no appear on the neia, wear noma, or
la there for the purpose of doing dam-
age.

I do not think that at the next ses-
sion of the rules committee there will
be aa long a discussion as In previous
years. The make-u- p of the code looks
aa near right as they can moke it, un-
less some of our coaches are burning
the midnight oil and see some chance
to get around It. A few points that

' came up this year, and which they will
no doubt act upon, have reference to
the forward pass. Tho first point is
this; On a forward pass the man to
throw the ball, say, eight or ten yards
from his center, as soon aa ho receive
the ball starts around cither end, at
the same time looking for an eligible
player of his team to whom he might
paaa it.

In hla attempts to pick out some mem-
ber of his team who Is not covered lie
1 gradually forced back toward hla
own goal; and, realizing that It I Im-
possible to mako the pass with mem-
bers of the Apposing team closing In on
him, he xtmply throws the ball a few
yards In front of him, hitting the ground
and making an Incomplete pass when
he is fully fifteen or twenty yards back
of the point where the center put tho
ball In play. A a result the ball I
brought back to the point of tho previ-
ous down and the penalty for tho down
Inflicted. Thl was worked several
times during the season and always by
the weaker team, and In some contest
thla exception to the rule saved many
yards. This seem like the rule of the
old days. When you did not gain five or
lose twenty yards the bill na still in
the possession of the offensive side.

Was Taken Out.
This play was In the code for many

years, and It was only chanced when
the exception waa taken to It. This
waa resorted 4o by a team that was up
against it, and It was owing to tho
scheme of a strategist to ta his team
from an overwhelming defeat that the
play waa tried. ., So with tho present
play, I feel sure that this will be legls- -

17' team that I outclassed.
iiuilht. nnlnt that nam lin A team

la within hailing distance of the goal,
1 held for downs and forced to kick,
and ha a strong punter who Is apt to
boot It over the goal line, giving the
defensive the selection of a kick-o- or
scrimmage. A player shoots a forward
paaa out of bounds. Bay on tho S or

line, making the toam receiving It,
a out of bounds, line up for scrimmage.
This play I have seen 'worked many
times. The team receiving the ball and
defending the goal at a short distance
Is forced to kick. The kick Is blocked
and the defensive side make a touch-
down. These are two of the most Im-
portant rules that I think need legisla-
tion; but when I saw tho play used
I could not help but admire the coaches

'

for their strategy In taking advantago

Another point that the commlttea
cleared up In the past season waa In
regard to the number of officials. I
have alwuys contended that a roferco
and an umpire with the assistance of
n lletmnn, could handle any game. As
It was lust year. It took eight men to
look after the duties on account of tho
neutral sone, There wero too many to

ive decisions, or even to suggest them,
ns there was alwaya a conflict, and the
referea was alwaya In trouble trying
to straighten out the difficulty, and his
solution was often to u gnat extent un-
satisfactory True, the umpire has a
number of duties Imposed upon hln
Mnro the rules have done away with
the field Judge; but he has no neutral
acne to look after; and, with a capablo
I ad linesman, he can work very nicely
with the referee; und the three of them
should be able.to pull off a game to tho
satisfaction of all.

The rules. In my opinion, In their pres-
ent form, with the few suggestions of-
fered, are as they should be. Injuries
are to a great extent eliminated; the

Is mora open; there Is moreflame the general publlo likes It, and the
rules are more clearly understood. The
?ilaers e;m to like the present game;

with few exceptions agree,
and the gridiron followers are satisfied.
Bo why not let well enough alone?
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LESS SCARCE T

THEY WERE IN 1911

Both Leagues Better Pro
vided With Competent

Leaders.

NEW YORK. Dec. Is fair
ly well off In the managerial way with
the McAIer-Stahl-8tallln- combina
tion; the Mack-Doo- ln layout over in
Philadelphia Isn't half bad. But where.
in any man's town, have they a pair to
compare with Col. J. J. McOraw and
Peerless Leader Frank "I,. Chance? No
other city ever has been blessed with
such talent as this.

Looking Upward.
Both leagues rate higher, manager-lall- y,

than they did during the 1911 cam-
paign. J. Kllnjr was not a howling suc-
cess down In Boston; his successor,
George Stalllngs, was the best manager
the Yankees ever had. Ilank O'Day
did fairly well, all things considered, at
Cincinnati, and Joe Tinker had some
thing of a Job cut out for himself tol
better tne p periormanccs.

The chancca are J. Faversham is up
to It. The Cincinnati berth Is his first
aa a regular manager, but he la not
without experience. He has led the
Cubs across weeks and weeks of fairly
rough going without completely wreck-
ing the machine. He haa the Chance
system and the proper mental poise to
put it to effective use.

Whether Miller Huggina can do aa
well at 8t. Louis, under Mrs. Brltton,
a Roger Breinahan did in the same
time during the lifetime of Stanley Rob-iso- n

Is a proposition that cannot be
figured until aome time along in Octo-
ber next. He la generally rated, how-
ever, as carrying average managerial
ability and may develop something more
If permitted to run things his own way.

Both Better Off.
Two National League clubs seem to

have been benefited by managerial
changes; One. St. Louis, may lose noth-

ing by switching, and a fourth Is In
doubt. There never was a brainier ball
player than Johnny Evers, but Kllng
went to Boston with the same recom-

mendation and failed, miserably. The
h.,i Vviira ran hone for Is to run fairly
close to the example set for him by
Chance. He seems to reusn nis oppor-
tunity,, but there aro said to be several
umplrea who don't half discharge their
Jobs.

The American League, with Chance
coming to New York, Callahan no longer
an unknown quantity In Chicago, the
McAleer-Sta- hl combine a' success In
Boston, George iltovall doing nlcelv In
St. Louis and Clark Griffith performing
wonders In Washington, was never In
a better way. Only Cleveland aeom not
to be on tho upward trend.

Chance' Salary.
There Isn't the slightest doubt that

Chance wilt grab the Yankees for
one of the best contracts ever signed
by any manager.but only Prank Far-re- ll

knows Just what terms tho Peer-
less Leader Is holding out for. A
report from Chicago lias It that
Chance wants a salary approximat-
ing 118,000 a vrar, with a "5 per cent
of tho net profits" clause to boost
his return up to or beyond $20,000.

Chance Is still In Los Angeles or
the Immediate neighborhood of tho
same and steadfartlv refuses to Rlvf.
would-b- e Interviewers any Idea of
Just what It would take to tempt him
away from his orango groves. He
declined yesterday to discuss a rt

that he had refused to manage
the Yanks for anything less than

20.000 per annum.
The report that Chance said he

would refuse to sign for a salniy
not greater than McGraw's, on the
ground that he (Chance) had done
inoro In basebull than the loader of
tho alants. Is generally discredited.
Chance never has been In the habit
of reckoning hlsfown worth by the
supposed value of other men, nnd
even If ho thought such a thing It's
better than even money that ho
wouldn't say It.

Spade to Manage.
BATTLE CREEK, Mich., Dec.

Spade, a former member of the
Cincinnati pitching staff, has signed to
manage the local club, which Is a mem-
ber of tho Southern Michigan Asxocla-Ho- n.

Spade also will pitch for Battle
Creek.
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Requirements to Play Foot-

ball Not Much Different
From Those of Boxing.

ST. LOUI8, Dec-M- . -J-immy Coffey
Isn't the first boxer of Indian descent!
There have been several good Indiana.
une or them waa Joe Gregg. Joe, a
wiry, lean, stolid Indian, came into
Frisco years ago looking for a light.
Ho was so reticent that he didn't tell
the club managers he hadn't had a
meal for throe days. He waa given a
place to sleep, but no one thought of
staking him to something to eat. Joo
fought that first fight with the belt
drawn tight, and he fought like a wild-
cat Perhaps he thought he wouldn't
get any coin unless he won.

Gregg won. Ills opponent, a good
local lightweight named Hawley, wasn't
satisfied. He demanded a return match,
and waa given another chance. This
time the Indian had a busy week stow-
ing away porterhouse steaks and what
he did to Hswlcy on a full stomach wgs
a caution.

Speaking of Indians, football isn't
much different from boxing, in the
qualities brought Into play. And the
Carlisle Indians team this season,
averaging under 170 pounda in
weight, made a wonderful record. It
lost but one game. They played
brilliant, reckless football, and the
result showed In the scoring. In 14
games they averaged more than 30
points ptr game.

Imagine that team of Indians
trained with the gloves for a few
months and then turned lose in our
amateur boxing championships

American Members
Asked to Congress

NEW YORK, Dec 21 The American
members of the International Olympic
Committee, Prof. William M. Bloane,
Allison V. Fllmore. and Everett Jansen
Wendell, have been invited to partici-
pate In the congress of the committee
which wll convene at Lausanne, Bwlta-erlan- d

from May 5 to It next year.

Cardinals Offer $4,000
For Jimmie Sheckard

CHICAGO, Dec. 2$. Miller Hugglns.
manager of the St Louis National
League baseball team, ha offered the
Chicago National League Club owner
14,000 for the veteran outfielder, Jlmmle
Sheckard. President Murphy I consid-
ering the offer. He previously had at-
tempted to trade Sheckard to St Louis
for pitchers.

Swimming Races Held
in Freezing Water

BOSTON, Dec. 26. Nearly a score of
hardy athletes plunged Into the freeilng
waters of Dorchester Bay today to com-
pete In 25, 60 and 100 yard swimming
races.

Although the men had to combat float-
ing ice every contestant finished, good
time being made in each of the events.

Wants Jones.
Davy Jones I booked to leave the

Tlgera and go to the Indianapolis club.
Mike Kelley, the new manager of the
Hooslers, In dickering for the veteran
and has hopes of completing the deal.

DR. REED
SPECIALIST

804- - Seventeenth Street
97 VPABQ' Successful practice mf IBrUW the euro of Ukreulo
Nervous, asd Special Diseases ( Mea
and Woiues.

Means Health to You If Von Buffer
From Catarrh, Obesity, rtlieuinitl.in. Constl- -

Flits. Throat, Lun. Drain. llaarLJiatlon, anil Bkln Diseases. Nervuua Debility.
Kldn7 Diseases, Uladdar Troubles, Spacllla
Ulcwl Polsonlns, Krupttons, Ulcers, and all
private diseases cured (or llfs by safs
CHAItOES LOW, INCT.UniNO MKDICINOB.

CONmJt.TATION FREE.
Private UaMlnir llnnm (or tadlcs.
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Canadian Racers
Announce Schedule

The Canadian Racllng Association has
arranged tho dates for the various
meetings next year as follows:

Toronto Saturday, May 21, to Satur-
day, May 31.

Montreal Wednesday, June 6, to
Wednesday, June 11.

Hamilton weanesoay, June 26, to
Wednesday, July 2.

Fort Ei;ne Friday, July 4, to Friday,
July II.

Windsor Wednesday, July 16. to
weunnaay, juiy a.

Hamilton Saturday, July , to Batur.any. August z.
Fort Erie Wednesday, August , to

it TAVtes
Mtfc OMs oruse THt

Wednesday, August 12.
Windsor Saturday, August If, to

Saturday, August 23.
Ottawa Wednesday, August 27, to

Wednesday, September 3.
Montreal Saturday, September I, to

Saturday, September 11
Toronto Saturday, Heptomber 20, toSaturday, September 27.

Fights to Eat."
Every winter McOraw's ball club gets

all shot to pieces by the withering fire
of items of one kind end another, and
every spring he has to fight his way
through ball players In the lobby of
the Arlington Hotel at Morlln In order
o gei in ine aining room nefore allthe "pinions of fowl, a la Chatham"are gone.

tspAvie PirSrt To.TWpte CHRISTMAS T16iv

"Through Forever, Says
Former White Champ

LOS ANGELES. Cal Dec
the question If he would meet

the winner of the "white hope" tourna-
ment to decide the championship, Jim
Jeffries announced once again that his
battle with Jack Johnson was his last
"Well, I should say not" continued
Jeff. "Not for any amount of money."

"I fought Johnson at tho urgent pleas
of my friends to bring the world'schampionship back to the whit race,
and did my best, but it wasn't In me.
Johnson is dona for good, and one of
these white hopes look good enough to
me to be the champion."

Jeffries haa been watching Luthr)Me- -
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Eiseman & Co., Seventh and E Sts.

Semi-Annu- al Sale
Of Men's, Young Men's, and Children's

Suits and Overcoats

At

Carty's work snd believes the big cow-
boy Is the choice to be the next cham-
pion.

Triangular College
Chess League Starts

NEW YORK, Dec. 2&-- The annual
tournament of the Triangular College
Cheas League got under way in earnest
today j at the Brooklyn Chess Club.

Pennsylvania, Cornell, and Brown ate
the coliegea represented. Thl 1 the
fourteenth annual tournament in which
these three college have engaged. The
prise I a handsome trophy donated by
Isaao L. Rice, of thla city. Pennsyl-
vania and Cornell are now tied In the
race for tho trophy.
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Every Garment in Stock Included
Nothing Reserved All to Go

25 Per Cent
Sale Started This Morning With a Rush I

r

Eiseman & Co., Seventh and
Outfitters to Men and Boys

Becker to Stay.
Beala Becker will not be allowed to get

away from the Giants. McGraw asked
for waivers on his outfielder with the
intention of slipping him to Indianapo-
lis, but Hugglns refused to waive, as
well as Joe Tinker. There Is an out-
side chance that the gardener will be-
come a member of the St Louis squad
by springtime.

Goes South.
Oroundkeeper John Murphy, who mas-

sages the Brush Stadium, is to leave) '

New York this week for Marltn
Springs, Tex., to cut and manlcura
Emerson Park, where the Otaats will
train next spring. ,
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